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April 8, 2003

Ms. Liane Randolph
Chainnan
Fair Political Practices Commission
428 J Street, Suite 800
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Randolph:

I am appalled by the fact that it took the Commission more than 11 months to answer a letter I
sent on April 18, 2002 (copy attached) regarding state mailings that I believe violate Proposition
73. The publications, which were mailed to hundreds of thousands of Californians, were nothing
more than pure political puffery, solely designed to help the re-election campaign of Governor
Gray Davis. No reasonable mind could conclude otherwise.

The Commission's inexcusably delayed reply indicated the matter is being closed without any
enforcement action after a review of the "ct news" put out by Caltrans and the "Real Estate
Bulletin" put out by the Department of Real Estate.

The Commission failed to address an edition of the "Department of Transportation Journal" also
put out by Caltrans -with a mailing list of roughly 20,000. The Journal had a full-page color
photograph of the Governor on the cover. The publication opened with a message from BTH
Agency Secretary Maria Contreras-Sweet touting the Governor's so-called transportation
accomplishments. The first article, written by Caltrans Director Jeff Morales, entitled "Governor
Gray Davis' $6.8 Billion Congestion Relief Plan," contained the same color photograph of
Governor Davis and discussed new transportation funding. Clearly, Governor Davis is featured
in this publication. I would appreciate an explanation as to why this does not violate the mass

mailing regulation.

In the entire year of the Commission's "investigation," no one ever contacted me, despite the fact
that I am not only the one who brought the complaint, but also authored Proposition 73, which
sought to ban all political mass mailings at taxpayer expense.
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In all honesty, I could not disagree more profoundly with the Commission's bogus interpretation
of the mass mailing provisions of Proposition 73. Having said that, it seems apparent to me that
most certainly in the case of the "Department of Transportation Journal," you're ignoring your
own regulations and your own interpretations of those regulations.

I am asking for am immediate response. I hope I won't have to wait another year.

Sincerely,

R ~ ~ Senator, 35th District

EncIso

cc: Wayne 1mberi
Consultant. Enforcement Division
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June 4, 2003

Ms. Liane Randolph
Chairman
Fair Political Practices Commission
428 J Street, Suite 800
Sacramento,CA 95814

Dear Ms. Randolph:

It has come to my attention that at your Jlme 5th meeting your staff will be recommending that
the Commission not make any changes in the mass mailing reguL'1tion. As one of the authors
of Proposition 73, '\vhich banned mail at taxpayer expense, I am most interested in this
regulation. Given the nl1merous examples of abuse over the past fe\v years, I believe it is

absolutely necessary for the Commission to tighten the existing mass mailing regulation.

I \vould very much like to be present at any discussion of possible re-evaluation of the
reglllation. Unfortunately, I am unable to attend tomorro\v's meeting because of Senate
session. Therefore, I \vollld like to request that you put over the discussion on the mass

mailing regulation until a later date.

Thank Y?U for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~

l..

IV\ "

Senator, 35th District

RJ:co


